
NNM Annual Giving Campaign
- Better Together -

What is our goal?
This year’s financial goal is 
$390,000.

The goal is big — do small gifts really 
make a difference?
No gift is small — all gifts are 
important and appreciated.

Why does the school need Annual Giving?
Without robust annual giving, the 
School would not be in a position 
to offer the range of programs that 
the community has come to expect 
as part of the exceptional Near 
North Montessori experience our 
children receive.

Why do we ask for 100% participation 
from parents, members of the Board, 
teachers and all other employees?
The school’s financial strength 
depends upon the participation 
of the entire community. Parent 
participation levels are also 
viewed as a barometer of support 
and are carefully viewed by 
foundations and outside funders 
considering grants or gifts to the 
school. 100% participation shows 
unquestionable support.

How much should I give?
NNM plays a significant role in the 
lives of our families. We encourage 
you to make your children’s 
education, and their school, a top 
philanthropic priority, and give an 
amount that is meaningful for your 
family. Donations range from $25 
to $25,000 and the average size gift 
is $750. 

Can I pledge my gift?
Yes. Pledges can be made and paid 
over the course of the school year 
in 5 easy installments.

How can I give?
Mail: fill in the reply form and 
return it either in person or by 
mail to NNM.
Online: You can visit our website 
at nnms.org/annualgiving and make 
your donation with a credit card.
Match: Many employers match part 
or all of employee charitable gifts.
Stock: We welcome gifts of 
securities or stocks. If you are 
considering making a non-cash 
donation, please contact the 
Advancement Office to receive 
transfer information.

The NNM Annual Giving Campaign is the School’s yearly fundraising effort to raise much needed revenue in support of the daily 
operating budget. All independent schools are faced with this same need - to make up the difference between costs and tuition. 
The school relies solely on tuition revenue, philanthropic gifts, and other fundraising efforts to meet its operating expenses.

Contributions help to close this gap that exists between tuition and the actual cost of a Near North Montessori education. The 
Annual Giving Campaign touches all aspects of the School as it represents 9% of the overall operating budget. 
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What is the NNM Annual Giving Campaign?



Recognition of gifts at all levels 
is important to me. How will NNM 
demonstrate its commitment to equity and 
inclusion in giving?
While all contributors are 
recognized in the annual report, 
this year we will be recognizing 
loyalty giving—celebrating those 
members of our community who 
have shown their commitment to 
our common mission by donating 
to the NNM Annual Giving 
Campaign for several consecutive 
years at any level.

Annual Giving at Work
Your gift makes an immediate 
connection to the students, 
faculty, and vibrant educational 
programs that distinguish the 
school. The impact of your gift 
allows us to foster a diverse 
community, develop our curricula 
and facilities, support our teachers 
in the classrooms, and nurture our 
students into scholars, student-
athletes, artists and leaders.

What is the difference between a 
capital campaign and the NNM Annual 
Giving Campaign?
Simply stated, annual fund gifts 
support stability, while campaign 
gifts support growth. 
NNM Annual Giving Campaign 
is an annual request to support 
the school’s financial strength, 
stability, and flexibility; providing 
a rainy day umbrella to protect 
against unexpected expenses or 
episodic revenue shortfalls; and 
to cover a variety of discretionary 
expenses such as additional 
financial aid, upgraded technology, 
professional development, and 
small renovation projects.
NNM Innovates Campaign 
is focused on expanding on our 
exceptional educational experience 
by funding a state-of-the-art 
building on the current playscape to 
house an Innovation Hub, as well 
as additional spaces for teaching, 
learning, meeting, and gathering.

Can I choose where the school spends 
my donation?
You can now direct your gift to the 
following categories:
Area of Greatest Need
With an unrestricted gift, you are 
allowing the school to use your 
contribution where it is most 
vitally needed. Gifts allow the 
School to be nimble and responsive 
and explore new initiatives.
Accessibility and Affordability: 
Increase the accessibility and 
affordability of a Near North 
education fulfilling the school’s 
commitment to creating an 
economically diverse community.  
For 2018-19, NNM granted aid 
to 84 children from 52 families—
approximately 15% of the total 
student population.
Educational Programming: 
Provide students with world-class 
Montessori programming; orderly, 
beautifully prepared environments 
and support of experiential 
learning activities.
Faculty and Staff Development: 
Recruit and retain top Montessori 
trained faculty and provide 
ongoing professional development 
and training, enriching their 
knowledge base and improving 
their skills in the classroom.

(The school reserves the right to redirect gifts 
as needed if a fund has become oversubscribed.)

What is the NNM Annual Giving Campaign?

Philanthropy is the most important source of 
non-tuition revenue. It provides the critical 
difference needed to educate each Near North 
Montessori student


